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(7) ABSTRACT

A method for the cryopreservation of zona pellucida-intact,
early-stage swine embryos, morulae and blastocysts
includes centrifuging the embryos prior to cryopreservation
in order to remove intracytoplasmic lipids. The lipids are
localized external to the embryo proper inside the zona
pellucida, thus neutralizing harmful effects which prevent
subsequent embryological development. The embryos may
be cryopreserved by vitrification or conventional freezing.
After recovery and rehydration, zona pellucidae are
removed, and intact, viable embryos are transferred to
recipient females.

15 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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